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Covering the latest legal updates and rulings, the second edition of Digital Media Law presents a

comprehensive introduction to all the critical issues surrounding media law.  Provides a solid

foundation in media law Illustrates how digitization and globalization are constantly shifting the legal

landscape Utilizes current and relevant examples to illustrate key concepts Revised section on legal

research covers how and where to find the law Updated with new rulings relating to corporate

political speech, student speech, indecency and Net neutrality, restrictions on libel tourism, cases

filed against U.S. information providers, WikiLeaks and shield laws, file sharing, privacy issues,

sexting, cyber-stalking, and many others An accompanying website is regularly updated with new

rulings, access to slip opinions and other supplementary material.
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Quick tips on music and copyright law by Ashley Packard, author of Digital Media Law   The easy

accessibility of content and information on the internet has raised a number of questions related to

copyright and trademark law. The information provided here delves into a few of the copyright

issues surrounding the use of music. However, it should not be construed as legal advice. I am an

academic who does legal research, not a licensed attorney.    Can I use a song in a short

promotional video?   You should request a license for a song before using it in a video, because

when unlicensed music is incorporated into a commercial product without the copyright holderâ€™s

permission there is very little leeway for fair use.   An Austin, TX, wedding photographer was sued

for copyright infringement for the unlicensed use of Coldplay's "Fix You" as theme music in a



wedding video he produced for Dallas Cowboys quarterback Tony Romo and his bride, after it went

viral on YouTube. He settled the suit for five figures (exact amount undisclosed).  What if I bought

the song?   There is a difference between buying a song and buying a license to use the song.

Buying a copy of the song on a site like iTunes means that you have paid for a copy for your private

use, not a public performance right to broadcast the song on the Web.   What kind of license do I

need?   You need a synchronization license from the music publisher (to combine your video with

the musical work). If you want to use a particular version of the song (by a favorite artist, for

example) you need a master recording license by the record label as well.   What is the best way to

get a license to use music?   There are established music clearance and licensing companies that

can help with this, or you can do it yourself. The music publisher and recording company will want to

know how much of the song you want to use (all or just a part), how long you plan to use it, the

territory in which it will be used, and the venue for use (TV, movies, online).   Music publishers are

BMG, Warner, and EMI, ASCAP and SESAC. Sound Exchange and record companies themselves

license exclusive rights on behalf of copyright owners in a sound recording.   Isnâ€™t using a small

amount of something in my video a fair use?   This is always a tricky question. Courts decide what is

fair or not after a lawsuit has been filed. Commercial uses are less likely to be considered fair.   Are

there other sources for music?   Consider using music licensed through Creative Commons if

money is tight. Creative Commons provides licensing options to artists who want to share some or

all of the rights to use their work. Look for music licensed for commercial use and alteration (since

syncing the song with a video involves that).

"The second edition of Digital Media Law is a welcome update to the field of media law in the U.S.,

especially for students and teachers who are keen to expand their horizons in the global 21st

century." â€“ Kyu Ho Youm, Jonathan Marshall First Amendment Chair Professor, University of

Oregon School of Journalism and Communication  â€œAshley Packardâ€™s new edition of Digital

Media Law keeps it on the cutting edge of illuminating the subject in terms of digitalization and

internationalization â€” the driving forces through which students today ever more instinctively

understand their lives and their professions.â€• â€“ Robert L. Kerr, Ph.D., University of Oklahoma 

â€œAshley Packardâ€™s work on the second edition of Digital Media Law is impressive. The

readable text keeps students engaged with recent cases; provides challenging discussion

questions; and references Internet resources that encourage critical thinking about legal issues in

todayâ€™s converging media environment.â€• - Nathaniel Frederick II, Winthrop University



Received in excellent condition. No complains

What I needed for my class. Isn't the easiest thing to read on digital but not the books fault.

Very good book. Used for my media law college course.

Written in an often annoying, bureaucratic style, but the breadth of knowledge astounded me. I

knew little about economy much less law, and this book took me on a journey. It's not always a

pleasant read, but it's an invaluable one.

I actually really enjoyed this book. Maybe because I enjoyed the class I used it with. I didn't read

through it all the time line for line. But there are some really good nuggets in this book in terms of

laws and libel/copyright. Knowledge is power.

This book is in horrible condition with the pages falling out.

great read
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